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1. 
Bills we do support that are still moving:

HB 1747 (Hoskin)

Has moved to the House Floor out of the Public Health Committee.  This increases the income level from 185% to 200% of the Federal Poverty Level for employees to be eligible for the OEPIC premium assistance program.

We are strong supporters of the OEPIC program and are in favor of increased eligibility to gain additional premium assistance for private market health insurance.

HB 1928 (Steele)

Has moved to House Floor out of the Economic Development and Financial Services Committee.  This basically removes specific reference to dollar amounts regarding HSAs and instead ensures that it will mirror federal law regarding maximum contributions

We are in favor of HSAs and other products that engage consumers in the healthcare decision process.  

HB 1475 (Cox)

Has moved to the House Floor out of the Judiciary Committee.  This is another attempt towards Medical Malpractice Reform.

We are in favor of reforms that put reasonable caps on non-economic damage awards, punitive damages, etc.  We believe these measures will help reduce health care costs.

HB 1524 (Shannon)

Has moved to Appropriations due to financial impact.  This would allow for a tax deduction of 50% of health insurance premiums for individuals and sole proprietors.

We are in favor of tax incentives that encourage consumers to be responsible and purchase health insurance.

SB 424 (Adelson) 

“All Kids Act”  Has been approved in the Senate and now moves to the House.  This establishes an opportunity to provide premium assistance for private health insurance for those that are at 185% to 300% of FPL as well as give them access to a public program.  It also would allow assistance to those that may have purchased a high deductible health plan.  Funds would come from 20% of the interest earned on the Tobacco Tax dollars.

We are in favor of increased eligibility to gain additional premium assistance for private market health insurance

2. 
Bills we do NOT support

HB 1975 (Steele)

Is currently in the House Rules Committee.  It appears it may not come out of this committee (we hope!).  This would require that in network deductible must also be applied to out of network deductible as well.

SB 14 (Leftwich)

Has moved to the Senate Floor.  This is the one true mandate bill that came out of committee.  It requires the coverage of all colonoscopies. 

We are NOT in favor of benefit mandates.

SB 19 (Leftwich)

Has moved to Senate Floor.  This bill removes any Chiropractic limitations.

We do not believe the legislature should be dictating private market health insurance providers or benefit plan designs.

3. Additionally, we have recently learned of a Resolution:

HCR 1010 (Peterson/Paddock)

This creates a Core Health Benefit Task Force to review and report back the concept of a basic health insurance plan.  Currently written requires one person from the industry.  We are working with Rep. Peterson in hopes of gaining representation from the carrier perspective AND the producer perspective.

